
Dear Class of 2020 Parents and Seniors, 
 
I hope this communication finds you and your families well as we continue our journey through 
the COVID-19 crisis.  As many of you likely know by now, Governor Walz has extended the 
Shelter-in-Place order through May 18.  While distance learning has had an effect on all of our 
students, staff, and family, none have been affected more this Spring than the class of 2020.  We 
realize the impact this has on milestone events like Graduation and the Awards/Scholarship 
Ceremony is huge and we want to assure you we will do our very best to plan and hold these 
events in a safe and allowable manner which adheres to the Governor’s order and the guidance 
from the CDC, Public Health, and Local Law Enforcement.  
 
On Tuesday, I met with Senior Student Council Members and our High School Counselor to 
discuss options for the Awards/Scholarship Ceremony and Graduation.  Unfortunately, we 
currently have limited options with the restrictions ordered by Governor Walz and Commissioner 
of Education Ricker.  We also need to follow guidelines from the CDC, Minnesota Department 
of Health, Local Public Health, and Local Law Enforcement.  
 
In order to recognize and celebrate our Seniors and their accomplishments.   Here is what we are 
considering as of today:  
 

1) Awards & Scholarship ceremony -  We are planning to have a virtual ceremony that we 
can post on our district website, facebook page, youtube, as well as sending it to local 
media outlets.  

2) Graduation Ceremony - Graduation will be on May 29th at 7:00 pm as originally 
scheduled.  We did consider moving graduation to a later date in the hopes of being able 
to have a traditional ceremony, however we do have graduates that have military 
obligations and we want to make sure they have the opportunity to participate.  Options 
we are considering or have considered include: 

a) A “drive-in” graduation in one of the parking lots where parents and graduates 
will be in their cars listening to the ceremony over the radio. Possibly having a 
stage where graduates can walk up individually to receive their diplomas and a 
big screen to show video. 

b) A very controlled ceremony in the Elementary Gym limited to graduates, parents 
and presenters with clearly defined social distancing and recommended 
precautions.  As of today, this option does not appear to be allowable due to the 
recommended limit of 10 people gathering.  

c) Ceremony at Big Cat, very controlled and limited access.  This is not an option 
due to construction and turf replacement that has already begun and won’t be 
complete till early Fall.  



d) A parade through town after the ceremony where students and their parents could 
follow a route through Morris and people could cheer and recognize them from 
their yards.  Local Law Enforcement is very concerned about this possibility and 
believes it would prove difficult if not impossible to follow the no more than 10 
people together restriction.  

e) In the coming days, Mr Ferguson and I will be placing “Congratulations to the 
class of 2020” signs in the yards of each senior who indicated they would like 
one.  

 
If we receive different guidance, we will adjust our plans. Please know these plans are all 
tentative. We continue to meet with Principals and Counselors across the state to brainstorm 
ideas and glean information from other school districts. If  you have questions, concerns, or 
suggestions please don’t hesitate to call me and share them.  Watch for further information in the 
coming days. We will update you as we get more clarity on our plans.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Bill Kehoe Troy Ferguson 
Principal Superintendent 
Morris Area High School Morris Area Public Schools  


