
- COVID 19 Update 3-25-2020 
 

Hello, this is Superintendent Troy Ferguson with a COVID-19 update from Morris Area 
Schools.  This afternoon, Governor Walz announced new measures he is ordering in 
our state to combat the Coronavirus.  First, all Minnesota public and charter schools will 
be providing distance learning to our students beginning Monday, March 30 through “at 
least” May 4.  The staff at Morris Area Schools have been working diligently since 
March 16 to prepare in the event this order was given.  Our district’s plan will be loaded 
on the district website on Friday, March 27.  It will include a multitude of links 
addressing elementary and high school distance learning, childcare for children of 
families of critical services workers, nutrition services for children 18 and under, health 
and wellness, attendance, special education and 504 plans, early learning, english 
language learners, broadband access, and more.  Parents and community members will 
be able to click on individual links that guide them to information for each topic within 
the plan.  
 
The Governor also ordered that from 11:59PM March 27 through April 10, Minnesotans 
are directed to stay home except for those involved in delivering critical services. 
Among those critical services remaining open are childcare facilities and food providers 
(not dine in).  Schools have been directed to continue to provide equitable distance 
learning, meals for children 18 and under, and childcare for children of families of critical 
services workers through the shelter in place order and distance learning duration.  You 
can find more information on the shelter in place order by searching “StayHomeMN”. 
 
The information on COVID-19 continues to evolve as the crisis increases.  Morris Area 
Schools will continue to follow the advice and guidance of the experts at CDC, MDH, 
MDE, local public health, and state and local government as we make local decisions. 
Thank you all for your patience and understanding as we navigate this unprecedented 
time.  Our teachers and staff are anxious to reconnect with our students.  Knowing we 
will have distance learning through May 4 will hopefully bring a bit of stability as well as 
routine for our students and families, the unknown can be both frustrating and scary to 
us all.   Changes will inevitably continue to happen rapidly.  Please keep checking our 
district website and facebook page for updates.  My very best to you and yours, 
 
Troy Ferguson  
 
 
 
 



 
*Update from the Minnesota State High School League: 
 
Effective immediately and continuing until the Governor of Minnesota has lifted his 
school closure declaration: 
 • All participation in MSHSL spring activities at all member schools is suspended.  
• Participation includes, but is not limited to, competitions, training, practices, 
scrimmages, and contests.  
Pending a reopening of schools by the Governor, return to participation protocols will be 
determined and communicated by the MSHSL Board and MSHSL staff. 
 
 No decisions regarding the cancellation of spring activities have been made at this 
time. 
 
 The suspension of participation includes fine arts activities and athletics and the 
following events remain suspended indefinitely: 
 • Speech Section and State Tournaments 
 • Music Contests 
 • Visual Arts Competitions and State Festival 
 • MSHSL State Robotics Tournament 
 • MSHSL Clay Target State Tournament 
 Additional information will be provided as it becomes available and as decisions are 
made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


