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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Our Core Purpose 
The mission of Morris Area Public Schools is to educate and prepare all students for a 

successful tomorrow through academics, activities, arts, and attitude. 
What We Commit To Become 

The Vision of Morris Area Public Schools is to become the finest school district in West Central Minnesota. 

 

For Immediate Release  

January 27, 2020  

From Superintendent Troy Ferguson  
 

On January 3, 2020, a message was discovered written on a white board at the Morris Area Schools. The message 
stated that there was a bomb in the building. Immediate steps were taken to assure student and staff safety 
including: immediate evacuation of the school, engagement of law enforcement, emergency services, and an 
extensive search of the building utilizing specialized bomb detecting canines. Thankfully, it was determined that 
there was not a bomb in the building. Law enforcement has since conducted an extensive investigation and have 
released that the two juveniles who wrote the message have been charged with “Terroristic Threats—
Communicates to terrorize,” as well as attempting and conspiring to commit the same crime. The crimes are 
felony level offences if committed by an adult.    

Thankfully, no staff or students were ever in actual harm’s way during this matter. Our systems and procedures 
for handling a threat of violence were tested, and I am proud to report that everything functioned as it should. 
Our staff and students handled this emergency with calm and order and we will use this situation as a “teachable 
moment” with our students. No threat of violence can ever be a joke or prank in this day and age.  We will work 
together with our families to reinforce this message. We will not be releasing any further information about the 
matter as there are strict data privacy rules surrounding students and juveniles and we will honor the letter of 
the law.  

I wish to thank the Morris Police, Fire, and Emergency Responder Departments, UMM Police, Stevens County 
Sheriff’s Office, The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the FBI, and the Twin Cities International Airport Security 
K-9 Unit for their diligent work in assisting us.   

 


