
DISTANCE LEARNING UPDATES WEEK OF 4/6/2020 
 

 
Distance learning week two is close to being completed so I wanted to 
share some information with you all.  I know we are being inundated with 
COVID-19 information and data from countless sources so I’ll be brief as 
possible today. 
 
Yesterday (April 8) Governor Walz extended his Shelter in Place Order 
through May 4th.  The Governor praised Minnesotans for their diligence in 
trying to meet social distancing guidelines and he expressed the hope that 
we have bought some critical additional time to prepare for the peak that 
will come.  What does this extension mean for Morris Area Schools 
Schools stakeholders? 
 
We know that distance learning will last at least through May 4th.  Initially 
when schools were directed to begin distance learning, we were told we 
would be prepping for student and staff return May 1 and May 4 with 
students then returning on May 5.  It remains to be seen how long we will 
be out but it’s reasonable to conclude Minnesota students will not begin 
school the very next day after shelter in place is lifted.  We will let you all 
know when we are able to resume regular school as soon as the 
information is passed on to us.  
 
Morris Area Schools is sending electronic surveys to students and families 
on Thursday April 9.  It is a short electronic survey designed to help us 
better understand what is going well and how we can improve.  I thank you 
all for taking a few moments to complete the survey and send it back 
electronically.  
 
Lastly, thanks to all who are working so hard to provide the services 
Governor Walz ordered.  Morris Area Schools continues to prepare and 
deliver over 1,000 meals per day to children in our district.  We provide 



childcare for those critical workers' children so they can perform their jobs, 
and our students are receiving equitable distance learning from our 
dedicated staff daily.  The dedication of all of our staff is amazing and one 
of the vital reasons we will get through this crisis.  We will continue to 
monitor, adjust and meet the challenges that arise.  Please stay safe and 
continue to follow the social distancing recommendations from the CDC, 
MDH, and Public Health Organizations..  
 
 I wish all of you and your families the best.  
 
Troy Ferguson 
 
Superintendent, Morris Area Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


